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SPORTS         
Malaysia Day Inter-Club         17
Snooker Tournament  
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Walkabout:
Bunga Raya . Machine Room

Buttery . Batek Bar

ALL ARE INVITED!

Sunday . 29 January 2023
Club Lobby Lounge, 12:30pm
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PURCHASING & ADMINISTRATION
Thanes R. Siralan
purchasing@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8588

SECURITY   
Md Fairoz Md Isa
security@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8621

SPORTS AND RECREATION
Muhammad Aiqal Rasman
aiqal@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8530

HUMAN RESOURCES
Sivaneswary Saminathan
humanresource@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8515

FINANCE
Sarvina Jaganadan
�nance@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8508

MEMBERSHIP   
Nurzuraida S Abdullah
membership@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8506

GENERAL MANAGER
Datuk Shamsul Kamar Ahmad
gm@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8501

FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE  
Za’bar bin Zamzamin
fnm@royallakeclub.org.my 
Ext 8521

FOOD & BEVERAGE   
Khairul Izwan Mat Hussin
fnb@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8523

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Hisham Suib
itsupport@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 8715

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS  
Rozita Teh
events@royallakeclub.org.my
newsletter@royallakeclub.org.my
Ext 2110

MANAGEMENT

ROYAL PATRONS

DYMM Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Ibni Al-Marhum
Tuanku Syed Putra Jamallulail, Raja Perlis

DYMM Al-Wathiqu Billah Tuanku Mizan Zainal
Abidin Ibni AL-Marhum Sultan Mahmud Al-Mukhta�
Billah Shah, Sultan Terengganu

DYMM Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Ibni
Al-Marhum Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz
Shah Alhaj, Sultan Selangor Darul Ehsan

DYMM Tuanku Muhriz Ibni Al-Marhum Tuanku
Munawir, Yang di-Pertuan Besar Negeri
Sembilan

DYMM Paduka Sri Sultan Perak Darul Ridzuan
Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah Ibni
Almarhum Sultan Azlan Shah Muhibbuddin
Shah Al-Maghfur-la

PATRONS

Tun Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad
Tun  Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi

GENERAL COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT
Manjeet Singh Dhillon

VICE PRESIDENT
Gasper Gnanamuthu 

GC MEMBERS
Chua Chye Hup
Lim Cheok Siang, Jimmy
Maharedza Mahadzir 
So�a Johari, Ir
T Prabakharan Rajah, Ir
Tan Chin Poh, Elizabeth
Udharam Mohandas

AUDIT COMMITTEE

Jamal Mohd Aris, Dato’   -  Chairman
P Raveendran, Dr
Venkatesan Krishnasamy
audit@royallakeclub.org.my

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

Manjeet Singh Dhillon   - Chairman
Tan Chin Poh, Elizabeth - Deputy Chairman
Mohanram Kumar Nagaraj
Wong Shou Sien
Woo Tai Kwan, Janet, Dr
Yap Chung Mui, Dr
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ART

CHESS

ART

COMPETITIVE SPORTS

CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING
Thursdays : 10:00am - 4:00pm
Fridays : 10:00am - 4:00pm
Recreation Hall
RM145 per month
Tel : 03-7781 0699 / 017-881 4344

..................................................................................................

.................................................................................................

CHESS BY MOK TZE MENG
Sundays :
Intermediate Class : 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Beginners Class : 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
RM400 Intermediate, RM300 Beginners,
Cigar Room
016-223 3536

CLASSES

BADMINTON 
Yap Yee Hup (019-275 8479)
Mondays to Fridays: 7:00am - 4:00pm

Cheng Sai Kit (016-421 5639)
Fridays : 4:00pm - 11:00pm
Saturdays : 7:00am -   1:00pm
Saturdays : 6:00pm - 11:00pm
Sundays : 7:00am -   9:00am

TENNIS 
Clement Chan (013-330 5812)
Saturdays : 8:00am - 11:00am
   3:00pm -   7:00pm
Sundays    : 8:00am - 11:00am
   3:00pm -   6:00pm

AMG Sports (Shahizan Hasnan - 012-383 0656)
Mondays to Fridays :   7:00am - 10:00pm
Saturdays/Sundays : 11:30am -   3:00pm,
      7:30pm - 10:00pm

TABLE TENNIS
Chong Choi Thing (012-378 4883)
Saturdays : 4:00pm - 5:30pm
Table Tennis Hall
RM100 per month

SQUASH 
Mary Lee (012-386 7378)
Adult Class: Per session- 60 minutes
One to one - RM90 per session
Group of 2  -  RM100 per session
Group of 3  -  RM150 per session

Children Class: Per session- 45 minutes
One to one   - RM68 per session
Group of 2-4 - RM75 per session

Group Monthly Basis:
Under 10  - RM110
Above 10 - RM130

Chris Teoh Guan Keong (019-387 9802)
(1 hour per session)
One to one - RM90 per session
Group (at least 3 person)- RM50 (per person) per 
session

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING 
Vaageesan A/L Ganesan (012-275 5641)
Thursdays, Fridays & Sundays
        7:00pm - 9:00pm
        4:00pm - 7:00pm
RM150 per month
Main Pool

SWIMMING 
Gan Kok Lee (012-200 8934)
Mondays to Fridays : 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Saturdays  : 8:00am - 12:00nn
    : 2:00pm -   6:00pm
Sundays : 8:30am - 11:30am /
 : 3:00pm -   6:00pm
RM65 to RM120 per month

Rajaandran (012-399 0702)
Mondays to Fridays : 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Saturdays  : 8:00am - 12:00nn
     : 2:00pm - 6:00pm
Sundays  : 8:30am - 11:30am 
RM65 to RM120 per month

Vaageesan A/L Ganesan (012-275 5641)
Mondays to Fridays : 9:00am - 12:00nn,
  : 4:00pm - 7:00pm
Saturdays  : 8:00am - 12:00nn
Sundays  : 8:30am - 12:00nn,
      : 2:00pm - 6:00pm
RM65 to RM120 per month

HASH SECTION - Jogging & Hiking
Grandmaster: Tan See Meng
(016-615 2767)   
Tuesdays : 6:00pm

CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY
Thursdays: 10:00am - 5:30pm
Recreation Hall
RM150 per month
012-303 7116

FITNESS & GYM
STRETCHING & BODY WEIGHT EXERCISE 
Mondays & Fridays   : 7:30am,
Tuesdays & Saturdays : 8:00am,
Thursdays: 7:00am / 9:30am
Aerobics Room
RM60 per month (Once a week)
RM100 per month (Twice a week)
016-668 7049

PILATES 
Tuesdays  : 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Wednesdays : 10:00am - 11:00am
Fridays  : 10:00am - 11:00am
Aerobics Room
RM430 (for 3 months)
017-878 8559

ZUMBA
Wednesdays & Fridays : 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Aerobics Room
RM80 per month (Once a week)
017-3656685

AEROBICS
Mondays : 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Aerobics Room
RM80 per month (Once a week)
017-3656685

BELLYDANCE
Saturdays : 11:30am -12:30pm
Aerobics Room
RM80 per month (Once a week)
017-3656685

YOGA 
By Divine Life Society
Tuesdays : 6:15pm -   7:15pm
Saturdays : 8:45am - 10:00am
Recreation Hall
RM140 for 3 months payable in advance
012-2787409, 012-202 3592

By Aman Merican
Tuesdays : 10:30am - 11:30am
Friday : 11:00am - 12:00pm
Recreation Hall
RM60 per month (Once a week)
RM120 per month (Twice a week)
RM180 per month (Thrice a week)
011-1140 3436

By Lau Wai Fong
Wednesday : 7:30am - 8:30am
RM60 per month (Once a week)
Recreation Hall
016-656 8905

MARTIAL  ARTS
AIKIDO 
Sundays : 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Aerobics Room
Children <12 : RM100, Adult: RM150
012-213 1829

QI GONG 
Wednesdays : 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Poolside Gazebo
RM70 per month (Once a week)
012-398 9443, 017-575 2952

TAI CHI
Mondays & Wednesdays : 5:45pm - 8:45pm
Multipurpose Hall,
Thursdays : 7:45pm - 9:15pm
Aerobics Room
RM80 per month
016-278 8232

TAE KWON DO 
Wednesdays : 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
Blue to Black Belt
Recreation Hall
Various times (Belt specific),
Saturdays : 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Sundays : 9:00am - 1:00pm
Multipurpose Hall
RM55 to RM95
017-873 7778

NEW SUN WUSHU 
Tuesdays : 6:45am - 8:30am
Fridays : 6:45am - 8:30am
Multipurpose Hall
RM80 (4 sessions per month)
RM160 (8 Sessions per month)
013-362 4348

DANCESPORT/BALLROOM CLASSES
Eric Tan (012-321 2083)
Tuesdays  : 7:30pm - 10:30pm
Wednesday : 8:30pm - 9:30pm
Aerobics Room
RM65 per month (Once a week)

Luisa Lau (012-220 4678)
Mondays : 10:00am-11:00am,
7:30pm-10:00pm, Aerobics Room
RM65 per month (Once a week)

Luisa Lau (012-220 4678)
Thursdays :
6:30pm-7:30pm (Line Dancing)
7:30pm-8:30pm (Latin/Ballroom)
8:30pm-9:30pm (Beginner)
Recreation Hall
RM65 per month (Once a week)

Luisa Lau (012-220 4678)
Sundays : 2:30pm-3:30pm (New Ballet)
Recreation Hall
RM190 for two months

William Lor (019-220 4678), 8:30pm-9:30pm
RM90 per month (Once a week)
Luisa Lau  8:30pm-9:30pm,
Tuesdays, 9:30pm-10:30pm,
Recreation Hall
RM65 per month (Once a week)

William Lor (019-220 4678),
Sundays : 1:30pm-2:30pm (Children Latin)
Recreation Hall
RM200 for two months
Ivy Por (012-366 6130),
Mondays : 7:30pm-8:30pm (Standard Ballroom)
 : 8:30pm-9:30pm (Latin American)
Recreation Hall
RM65 per month once a week
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E-mail your name, handphone number, club number and area of interest to

newsletter@royallakeclub.org.my 

The views and opinions expressed or implied herein are those of the authors and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Club or
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Live bands @ Royal Lake CLub

Marco & HadiDe’twilight Duo

Contact:
03-26987878

(Hayatul ext. 6114 @ Amy ext. 6115)1 December 2022

TEMPORARY
MEMBERSHIP 

The Royal Lake Club, one of Malaysia’s premier family clubs,
is now reopening applications for Temporary Membership

leading to eventual Voting Membership.

Ladies and gentlemen of good standing, exemplary
character and integrity may be proposed and seconded by 

qualified Members of the Club. Application forms are available 
at the Reception Counter.

All completed forms together with the necessary
documentation are to be submitted not later than

31 January 2023 and adressed to:

SECRETARY
Royal Lake Club Kuala Lumpur

Taman Tasek Perdana, Jalan Cenderamulia
Off Jalan Parlimen, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
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2022 - 5th Introduction Night
Thursday, 17 November 2022

Ainna Shazra Dixon &
Alexander Eyton - MT

Ahmad Rizal &
Ir Noor Aishah - MTAbdul Raof Shan, Ahmad Rayyan Shan & Farhani Grace - MT

Caroline Tan Wei Yi - MTC.Hara Shankar - CAzwa Affendi Bakhtiar - DAthedthan & Yogiswary - DAshwin Chockalingam - MT

Amli Salena &
Ikhwan Hamzah -MT

MEMBERSH IP

  11D  = Direct. Ordinary Application
     4C = Child of Member
 31MT = Membership Transfer 

The Membership Introduction held on 17 November 2022 
was not the “business-as-usual” event.  It was supposed to 
be a grand event befitting the occasion – to welcome 
the latest batch of “celebrity-styled” new Members.  This 
is a big milestone in their lifetime. Everything must be 
spot-on.  No details to be left unchecked.  No stones 
unturned.

And so, the day dawn, everyone was very happy until 
torrential rains greeted the Club in the early afternoon.  
Prayers were quickly sent upwards, and lo and behold, it 
was serene, cool and calm came the evening rays.  

We had a large crowd that evening – a total of 68 brand 
new Members with their spouses and sponsors donned in 
their finest gathered at the Banquet Hall.  In his opening 
address, the Vice President who is also the Membership 
Chairman, Gasper Gnanamuthu warmly embraced all 
and sundry and assured everyone that they had made 
the correct choice in choosing the Royal Lake Club as 
their preferred Club and their second home.  The usual 
reminder to the sponsors that they are still liable for their 
candidates the next three years drew laughter and 
added gaiety to the occasion.

Dinner was served to the accompaniment of one of the 
favorite bands, d’ Twilight.  Good food reviews were the 
order of the day with many diners happy with their
selected main course of lamb or salmon which
complemented well with a good choice of red and white 
wines.  There was also free flow of juices for those who 
wish to remain clear-headed that night.

President Manjeet Singh Dhillon came on after dinner and 
he wanted to tell a story, never mind being reminded to 
hurry on as the formalities were running a little late.  So, a 
story was told and those present enjoyed the
presentation that followed. This was the story of his
beloved Lake Club and how 28 founding members 
decided that they needed their own elite and exclusive 
place some 132 years ago.

The President showed snippets of how the Club looked 
like in the early 1900s and the land title granted to the 
Lake Club way back in 1928.  

Everything was good until WWII came. The Lake Club 
ceased to exist.  It became a repair workshop for the 
broken-down vehicles of the Imperial Japanese forces.  
But the Club sprang back into existence on 24 December 
1945 with an informal opening of the Lake Club held, 
officiated by Lt Gen Sir Frank K Messervy.

Admission to membership then was limited to the Mat 
Sallehs.  It was only after the nation’s independence 
when the Lake Club admitted a few well-known and 
connected locals.  The beginning of the second wave of 
Malaysians becoming members of the Lake Club only 
started from 1967 onwards with our Prime Minister then 
encouraged Malaysian officers to join.  The rest was
history… President Manjeet went on to show slides after 
slides of prominent persons visiting the Club over the 
years.

Fast forward to now, the Club had expanded its premises.  
A new building was built and completed in 1993.  Many 
more F&B outlets were included.  More sporting and 
recreational activities were introduced.  A diverse 
segment of society joined the Club and it became the 
melting pot of a cosmopolitan, multicultural and
pluralistic Members Club.  No more a Club of a
single-majority race, the Lake Club can proudly call 
herself first and foremost a Malaysian Club.

So, that was the rich history of the Club.  Being new
Members, they are a part of that history and must be 
proud to be associated with that history.  President
Manjeet closed his speech by sharing a phone
conversation he had earlier that day where a remark by 
a celebrity or nowadays called an influencer asked a 
fellow Member to bring her to the Club.

So, putting 2+2, President Manjeet likened all new
Members as celebrities in their own ways when they 
decided to join the ranks of club membership.  He hoped 
that our new Members find their “stories” to tell in the next 
decade or so.

The new Members were then presented with their
membership cards and the evening came to a close with 
more well-wishing and adieus.

by Lily Soon
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Chong Yi Von &
Len Chia Ron -MTCheam Poh Chee - DCassandra &

Lenny Koy Thien Loong - D
Chan Ji-quandt &

Alan Jude Foley - MT

Jasmine Jane Mohan &
Chia Chee Hoong - DIr Dharmendran - MTGeh Chong Beng

Christopher - MT
Edreen Elina &

Mohammad Raffiz - MTDeborah & Anand Bala  - MT

Kwai Yoke Wong &
Michel Jean Lucien Lachaise - DKevin Wong Wye Keong - MT

Kenny Yap Wai Yeong,
Janice Yap May Yin

&  Eddy Yap Wai Yew - C
Johnson Lim Fung Tat &

Poon Sulynn - CJeffrey Wong Chee Hing - MT

Christine Cheah Song See - MT

Luqman Salehuddin &
Nurazreenna - MTLena Mahalingam - MTLee Ai Li & James Edwin John - D Lee Hung Yen - MT

Mohd Aiman Redza  - MTMohamad Hafiz &
Mona Shafini - DMohamad Ariff & Ranita - DMartin Scott &

Cecilia Anne Ponniah - MTMarlya & Dr Mohd Rizal Fitri - MT

Preman Menon &
Sangeeta Matu - MTPalaniappan Arunachalam - MTNurfarah Sabrina - MTNazim Mohamed - MTMunawir & Azariah - MT

Riccardo Ferrarotti &
Tan Sin Shen - DRaghuraj Nayar & Anjeeta - DRachael Ling Hui Ern - MTPuveendra Thuraisingam - DProf Madya Wan Norliza - MT

Siew Jia Lih &
Therese Tan Wei-min - MTShareen Shariza - MTSarkaaj Singh - CSanjay Grover & Shikha Grover - DRohaila Mohamed Basir - MT

Mark Terence Wee Chin Heng - D

MEMBERSH IP



11
22

6

MEMBERSH IP

Yee Pek Mei - MT

YBhg Dato Dr Haron &
Dr Khairil Hakim - MT

Yap Pei Leng &
Ong Meng Cheng - MT

Suhana Ng Sue Hwei - MTStephanie Saw Ai Lin - D

Zaim Afiq - MT Zakiah & Angus Salim - MT

YBhg Dato Ganeson &
YBhg Datin Gowri - DYBhg Datin Shirin Safinas - MT

Wong Shou Ning - MTTan Seng Teck &
Lee Yoke Thing - D

Yong Sau Jin &
Chong Lei Ching - MT

YBhg Datuk G.Chidambaram &
YBhg Datin Periyakaruppan - D

YBhg Dato Rajiv Masih &
YBhg Datin Talweender Kaur - D

Woon Wai En &
Tan Meng Kueen - D

Woo Hui Kuin &
Foo Chee Voon - MT

by Aiqal

A cycle of 4 years or 48 months is always awaited by the 
people of the whole world, 32 teams, 64 matches, the 
clash of the world's football superpowers is now focused 
on Qatar and now finally one match that is awaited on 
the night of 18 December 2022. After 1 month since the 
kick-off started on 20 November 2022, a thrilling match, 
the whole world is focused on the final match involving 
the sensational France Team as the 2018 defending 
champions and the Argentine team led by the
‘wonderkid’ Lionel Messi clash in the Qatar 2022 FIFA 
World Cup final.

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 will also be the last field for 2 
sensational names in the world football arena:  Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, each to prove their
respective greatness - The Team full of stars and tradition 
Brazil will be the main choice to rise for the 6th time, beside 
to other main favorites such as Belgium, England
Germany and surprises always happen in world cup  
edition. Young stars are also seen shining in this
campaign and will be the main bet in the next edition of 
the world cup.

At RLC, the excitement and atmosphere were also felt 
especially during the main matches and fans came to 
support their favorite teams in action. During this World 
Cup action, food and drink promotions, jersey wear, 
screenings until late at night and the Pavilion became the 
main centre for World Cup activities at RLC. The presence 
of fans fueled the atmosphere throughout the 
World Cup campaign at the Pavilion.

Despite losing the first match and then getting back up, 
Argentina was finally crowned for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
Champion (3rd time champion after 1978 & 1986) by 
defeating France through penalty kicks 4-2 after going 
through 120 minutes of full time. The score ended 3-3 until 
it dragged into extra time. The Croatian team finished this 
world cup campaign in third place after defeating the 
new 'giant killer' from the African continent, the Moroccan 
team. The 2022 world cup campaign became the best 
stage for Morocco after creating various surprises,
especially defeating Portugal's chosen team in the
quarterfinals.

Now the 2026 edition will be looked forward to with the 
addition of 16 teams from 32 to 48 teams. RLC is definitely 
looking forward to these games in the world and the 3 host 
countries Mexico, Canada and the USA will be in the 
spotlight. We are definitely looking forward to the summit 
and will definitely hold various promotions in the future... 
see you in 2026!

FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022
Sunday, 20 November 2022

CLUB
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World Cup Final @ Royal Lake Club
by teita

On Sunday, 18 December 2022, more than 200 members 
and their guests mostly football fans, gathered at the
Pavilion to watch the final match of the FIFA World Cup 2022 
between Argentina and France. The unexpected crowd 
comprised mostly fans of Argentina. 

Alongside the many TVs in the Pavilion (including a newly 
acquired Samsung 85 inch for the World Cup), the match 
was also projected onto a big screen in the Pavilion and also 
onto another bigger screen outside al fresco. The weather 
was extremely kind that night and everyone had a fun-filled 
and dry evening. Came 9:00pm, the after-dinner crowds 
came from all over the club, and extra chairs had to be 
added. 

As at half time, Argentina was in the lead with 2-0 with the 
first goal scored by Lionel Messi and the second goal by 
Angel Di Maria. France have been spectacular but they 
have no chance and always found a way to win. 

As the Pavilion was too crowded many moved to Batek 
Bar to watch the great match that night. But those in the 
Batek Bar were more relaxed and less stressed out! The 
Pavilion kitchen was extended to 12:00 midnight to 
cater to the enthusiastic and hungry crowd.

France lost 4-2 on penalties after a draw of 3-3. 

Congratulations! Argentina team won the 2022 World 
Cup and the theme song sung by BTS – Jung Kook and 
Qatari singer Fahad Al Kubaisi “Dreamers” has 
achieved Argentina’s dream. 

See you again in four years time! 

CLUB
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Turkish Night (Türk Gecesi) @ Royal Lake Club
Wednesday, 30 November 2022
by Chua Chye Hup

Turkish Nite or in Turkish Turk Gecesi was a joint event at the 
Banquet Hall on 30th November 2022 between the Turkiye 
Embassy and Royal Lake Club.  The event was in planning 
for 11 months in the making, with my late friend Ali Engin 
Senyuva. Ali was better known to me as Brother Ali, he was 
a submarine commander of the Turkish military back in the 
80’s. He came to Malaysia in 1994 and was the Military 
Attaché in the Turkish Embassy. Brother Ali retired in 1997 
and chose Malaysia to be his home. He was always
organizing trips to Turkey and was always proud to show his 
friends the rich culture, food and beauty of his country.

When I become Chairman of Food and Beverage at the 
Royal Lake Club, over dinner I asked Ali perhaps we can 
organize an event of food and cultural show and introduce 
Turkey to the members of the Club. He liked the idea and 
started introducing his friends in the Embassy to me. Sadly, 

once the introduction was made, during the Covid 19 
lockdown. Brother Ali met with a hit and run

accident in Klang and was killed in the accident. 
I was devastated by his sudden death. I thought 
the idea of the Turkish Nite was gone till I met his 
widow Nilufa and his son Emre and her daughter 
Defne. Their son Emre introduce me to the 

Embassy friends and as we reconnected, they 
were graciously so supportive of the event and 

wanted to continue to support the event.

In our first meeting with HE Emir Salim, Turkish
Ambassador, VP Gasper Gnanamuthu and I  met with Mr. 

Ambassador at his office. We talked about the Royal Lake 
Club and the concept of a food and cultural event at the 
Club. He frankly told us that he has never done an event 
like this but will have his Turkiye Cultural and Tourism
department help us with the event. Mr. Ambassador asked 
if there anything else that we will need. I learned from Ali 
that all Ambassadors have their own Embassy Chef. I asked 
Mr. Ambassador can we use his chef to prepare the dinner 
for the event. Hmmm… let me talk to my chef.

HE Emir Salim, Turkish AmbassadorHE Emir Salim, Turkish Ambassador Chef Turgay GundogduChef Turgay Gundogdu
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The following week I got a call from his office and Mr.
Ambassador would like to visit the Royal Lake Club. Of course, 
VP Gasper and I made the arrangements and here comes Mr. 
Ambassador asking us to show him the banquet hall, as we 
walk the club. He wanted to check the banquet hall, our
kitchen and lobby. It was a quick 15-minute quick walk as he 
had another appointment to go to. On his way to his car.  He 
said, my chef will meet your chef and I will let him decide. 

A week later, Chef Turgay Gundogdu from the Embassy came 
and met with our caterer Edward Chee. I left them to talk, I 
said to Edward it’s all up to you to bring this event to Lake Club. 
Talk food… food… and nothing but food... The 2 chefs met 
and Edward called me. Chairman I think all went well. Chef 
Turgay gave me a marketing list, we will prepare a 4-course 
meal starting with a Meze; sampler of appetizer, a salad, a 
sampler main course and a trio of Turkish dessert. I called Ms. 
Begum from the Cultural and Tourist department and asked if 
Mr. Ambassador have given us the greenlight to go ahead. 

3 days later she called, and told me that Mr. Ambassador 
spoke to his chef and we have a team at Lake Club that can 
support the banquet and facility to cook the food for over 250 
people and he is comfortable with our facility and we can 
proceed to advertise and send out the invitations. That was 
the good news I was waiting patiently for 3 weeks. 3 days 
before the event, Chef Turgay, his assistant and Edward’s 
team worked the kitchen to prepare the 4-course dinner for 
our members. As we draw closer to the night of the event, 
lucky draw items were coming in from the local Turkish 
vendors. Items from Turkish coffee to lamps, rugs and the 
Grand prize was 2 business class round trip tickets from Kuala 
Lumpur to Istanbul on Turkish Airlines. 

MENU
Cold Appetizer

Visnell Yaprak Sarmasi
(Stuffed Vine Leaves With Sour  Cherries)

Firik Bulgurlu Cacik
(Yoghurt With Cucumbers And Wheat)

Cerkez Tavugu
(Chicken Breast Paste With Garlic Sauce)

Saksuka
(Eggplants, Potato And Peppers With Tomato Paste)

Acili Azme
(Spicy Chili Dip)

Hot Appetizer
Sucuk Icli Muska Boregi 

( Fried Turkish Filo Pastry with Pepperoni & Mozzarella)

Salad Bowl
Gavurdagi Salatasi 

(Turkish Salad with Tomatoes, Cucumbers,
Chilies,pomegranates, Walnut)

Main Course
Ic Pilavli Kuzu Tandir 

(Lamb Leg Confit with Rice with Lamb Liver & Sultanas) 

Patates Pureli Kebap 
(Beef Goulash with Mashed Potatoes)

Dessert 
Fistikli Baklava

(Baklava with Pistachio)

Fistik Sarmasi
(Pistachio Rolls)

Kazandibi
(Caramelized Milk Pudding)

Kaymakli Kabak Tatlisi
(Pumpkin Confit with Clotted Cream)

Irmik Tatlisi
(Warm Semolina Halwa)

Turkish Coffee With Turkish Delight
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On the night of the event, 
there was a strong
thunderstorm that hit KL at 
4:30pm. The event was to start 
at 7pm, but it was still pouring 
cats and dogs and many 
areas in PJ and KL were
flooded. I spoke to President 
Manjeet and said we might 
have to delay the event, just 
as we spoke Mr. Ambassador 
Emir Salim Yuksel arrived right 
on the dot at 7pm. He walked 
the room and said no worries if 
we have to delay a little.
Fortunately, our members 
were slowly trickling in the 
banquet hall on Malaysian 
time. At 8pm, President
Manjeet announced that we should start. The President 
gave an opening speech followed by a speech by
Ambassador Emir. He spoke about food and culture of 
Turkiye and a short video of Turkiye and Turkish Airlines.

As a tribute to our guest, Mr. Ambassador brought a special 
musical performance by a Turkish Musician from Trakya
University. Dr Evrim Kasikci and Osman Eksi from Van
Yuzuncu Yil University. They played classic Turkish music 
telling us the story of Turkiye from the Balkans to the East 
and West of Turkiye. As our members were entertained, 
dinner was served. The sumptuous 4 course dinner that was 
prepared by our team of Lake Club chefs supervise by the 
Turkish Embassy Chef Turgay. The first course was a mezze 
of Turkish yogurt, minced lamb with Mediterranean spices, 
minced chicken pie in filo dough, tartlet filled with diced 
eggplant sauteed in rosemary and spices, grape leaves 
filled with lamb and rice. This followed by a salad of diced 
tomatoes, cucumber onions marinated in a lemon olive oil 
tarragon dressing. The main course was a trio of roast lamb, 
beef goulash over mashed potatoes and Ottoman rice of 
pilaf cooked in a rich broth mix with pine nuts. Course after 
course came out and the banquet hall was filled with the 
music of Turkiye as our members enjoyed their dinner.
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As the night progressed, we had our first lucky draw 
session. Our sponsors from the Turkish business
community gave away 5 Turkish scarfs, a variety of 
Turkish fruit baskets, dinner for 4 people at Istanbul Café 
in Kuala Lumpur, traditional Turkish lamps and rugs. And 
the finale entertainment for the evening, we were 
entertained by a Malaysian Turkish Band called Fauziah 
Gambus, there was a variation of pop and modern 
Turkish music. 

For the last treat, members were served a trio of meze 
classic Turkish dessert, made of crush pistachio folded 
in honey, cream custard, farina cooked in cinnamon 
and honey, baklava and an Ottoman mashed pump-
kin dessert accompanied by mini cups of Turkish coffee 
prepared the traditional way where it was brewed in a 
copper pot over heated sand in a clay pot. As the 
night was coming to an end, everyone was waiting for 
the finale which was the lucky draw grand prize of 2 
business class ticket from Kuala Lumpur to Istanbul. The 
evening ended with a memorable night of Turkish 
music and cuisine and many happy members walking 
away with prizes from the bazaar of Turkiye.    

Grand PrizeGrand Prize

Grand PrizeGrand Prize
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 The Prime Minister’s Chef

The Royal Lake Club centrally located next to the Houses 
of Parliament and amidst the verdant oasis of the
botanical gardens of Kuala Lumpur was founded in the 
year 1890. It is an iconic landmark steeped in tradition 
and the happening place of many a historical event 
eventually leading to our nation’s independence. 

In its early years membership was restricted to the
expatriate community, the only visual Asian presence 
being limited to the ball boy, the bow-tied waiter behind 
the bar serving the tipple and the unseen Hainanese 
hands readying the chicken chop at his master’s call. As 
our Club then was essentially an expatriate domain Tun 
Abdul Razak our Prime Minister in the 60s and 70s decided 
to take an interest in the Club and became its elected 
President in 1968.  Tun held office till 1976. 

Tun’s main mission was to make the Club affordable and 
attractive for Malaysian citizens to take advantage of its 
manifold facilities and to enjoy the fellowship and
comrade of their fellow men.  Tun also wanted the Club 
to be the choice of meeting place for public sector and 
private sector citizens for them to exchange views on 
matters of national and commercial interest. Tun sat in 
office for 8 years and went down in history as the longest 
serving President of our Club.

The Club’s entrance fee was an affordable RM200/- and 
government servants were allowed to pay this by monthly 
instalments of RM20/- deducted from the salary through 
the offices of a government co-operative called
Angkasa. In those days power, wealth, race and religion 
did not separate people. Simple ordinary members of the 
Club could approach the Prime Minister and discuss any 
idea they had including views towards the betterment of 
the Club and its manifold functions. Our President also 
spent time socialising with members of the Club much to 
membership joy and comfort.

Our Club incidentally was “an extension of a gentleman’s 
home and members were expected to conduct
themselves accordingly”. It was deemed a family club 
with comforts for father, mother and child and each 
could do his/her own thing and after a satisfying and 
complete clubbing day, return home. The Club then 
always lived up to its jingle -- “that a family that clubs 
together stays together.” Amongst the many who spent a 
lot of time in the Club was Mr Maurice Baker, Singapore’s 
High Commissioner to Malaysia.

Our Club incidentally was “an extension of a gentleman’s 
home and members were expected to conduct
themselves accordingly”. It was deemed a family club 
with comforts for father, mother and child and each 
could do his/her own thing and after a satisfying and 
complete clubbing day, return home. The Club then 
always lived up to its jingle -- “that a family that clubs 
together stays together.” Amongst the many who spent a 
lot of time in the Club was Mr Maurice Baker, Singapore’s 
High Commissioner to Malaysia. 

Maurice, a Malaysian by origin attended the Anglo 
Chinese School Ipoh (which incidentally is my alma 
mater) and won the coveted “Queen’s Scholarship” to 
the then Raffles College of Singapore. (The “Queen’s 
Scholarship” was awarded to the top student in the
country to pursue a course of studies of his choice at a 
chosen university). 

Maurice and Tun first met as students at Singapore’s 
Raffles College and continued their friendship in London 
where they undertook further studies. Tun Razak and 
Maurice Baker were student activists in their London days 
and together with Goh Keng Swee (later Finance Minister 
in the LKY government of Singapore), established the 
Malaysian Forum in 1949.

This group advocated the unshackling of Malaya and 
Singapore from imperial colonialism and to becoming 
independent states and in many ways succeeded in their 
student day idealisms. The close friends became even 
closer when Mr Baker arrived in Kuala Lumpur to helm the 
Singapore High Commission in Malaysia. 

In the year 1970 Tun Razak in his birthday broadcast 
named Maurice Baker as one of his 3 best friends from his 
Raffles College and London days. 

Baker in his memoirs “The Accidental Diplomat” – says 
that this announcement “boosted his morale as High 
Commissioner” and  “gave him great encouragement in 
the difficult task of strengthening the ties between
Singapore and Malaysia”. He once quipped that the life 
of a diplomat “is often a variation of routine boredom 
and exhilarating crises”.

The true friendship of Maurice and Tun never waivered 
even after each one of them became leaders in the field 
of public service for different governments – one as an 
astute Malaysian politician leading his country post 
independence and the other as a distinguished career 
diplomat of Singapore. During these times both countries 
were regularly locked in contentious and tempestuous 
interactions. 
 
Maurice who was Singapore’s High Commissioner to 
Malaysia for 11 years in total and Tun brought their
countries closer together although sometimes their 
respective governments seemed unable to see eye to 
eye. One could say that these two close friends
seamlessly discussed official business or were just content 
being old buddies. Maurice must have found it
professionally productive to spend much time in the Club 
as his dear friend apart from being Club President was 
also the Prime Minister of Malaysia.  

by

ARTICLE

by Dato’ Y. Sivaloganathan
Past President (1985 – 1990)

Maurice Baker with Tunku Abdul Rahman at a
cocktail party in Kuala Lumpur, 1970.
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Stories were legion in respect of the 
closeness of the two friends. Many an 
older member would recall the days 
when the two friends after socialising in 
the Club would trudge up the stairs of Sri 
Taman which was Tun’s official 
residence. Fortunately Sri Taman which is 
now a public gallery was situated on a 
little hill just behind the Club hence 
making access easy. As most of these 
trudges took place close to midnight 
trusted Club staff were only too happy to 
ensure their safe passage to the Razak 
abode.

Amongst the trusted Leftenans who 
ensured their safe passage to Sri Taman 
was Assistant F&B Manager Ah How, a 
gregarious club man amongst whose 
strength was to address each and every 
member by name. Ah How’s skills were 
also shared by our then General
Manager Mr Jack Smith.

Mr Smith, a retired colonial civil servant at Tun’s request, 
helmed our Club during its post independent days. Mr 
Smith a bachelor was married to the Club and was a 
repository of all Club information. Impeccably  dressed – 
he was “suited and booted” at all times. Dedicated to 
the Club as he was Jack distinguished himself as being 
tactful and diplomatic with members and a disciplinarian 
with the staff. Mr Smith retired after 15 years as the Club’s 
longest serving General Manager.

Olders members would recall Ah How who joined the 
Club as a boy and rose up the ranks, displayed
exceptional ability and leadership skills. He could hold the 
“good cheer” well and was very knowledgeable in 
getting the “tipple” in its right proportions to quench 
varying membership thirst. I once asked Ah How what the 
two pals were up to at Sri Taman.

Ah How’s recollections were vivid. Upon arrival at Sri 
Taman both friends would change to sarongs and 
proceed to the kitchen. Tun and Maurice would then 
slice various ingredients – garlic, onions, ginger and meat 
portions and the due process to satisfy their
gastronomical delights would commence.   

ARTICLE

Malaysian Minister with Special Functions Michael Chen being greeted by former Singapore 
High Commissioner to Malaysia Maurice Baker (right) when he arrives with Malaysian Prime 

Minister Tun Abdul Razak who is on a three-day official visit to Singapore (Photograph, 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND THE ARTS (MITA), 13/11/1973, Archives Online)

It turned out that Tun Razak and Maurice Baker used to 
cook together during weekends when they were at 
Raffles College and during their UK days. Since then they 
just continued cooking, notwithstanding that Tun Razak 
had become Prime Minister and Baker himself had 
become His Excellency the Singaporean High
Commissioner to Malaysia.

Tun Razak was a man of many talents and achievements, 
but based on the stories I heard, cooking was certainly not 
one of his forte. So he would do most of the
preparations and Baker was the cook.

I don’t know who would do the cleaning up of the dishes, 
after that. At any rate, I’m sure the food they cooked 
together must have tasted good, otherwise they would 
not have continued their midnight cooking over so many 
years. As the saying goes, “If a pot is cooking, the
friendship will stay warm”.

There is no doubt that both Tun Razak and Maurice Baker 
had the sort of friendship and fellowship that all of us 
would envy. Looking back, I would say that Sri Taman and 
the Royal Lake Club, not only was filled with laughter and 
home-cooked meals, it also witnessed two nations being 
brought together with friendship and mutual respect, in 
the good old days of clubbing.

Gone for good are the good old days. 

Tun Razak telling MB about his visit to Sarawak where he succeeded 
in persuading the Sarawak United People’s Party (SUPP) to align 

itself with the Sarawak Coalition government, 1971.

Tun Abdul Razak at Raffles College, England
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Christmas in Italy @ The Orchid

Christmas in Italy was an idea that was discussed with 
Tony Anastasi and Filippo Fusaro, the Italian Trade
Commissioner attached to the Italian Embassy and 
myself. Tony is a member of the Italian Business
Community and restaurant owner of Fellini Ristorante & 
Cafe in Jalan Gasing. The concept started over Chinese 
Food at Bunga Raya. We initially discussed the concept 
of introducing Italy to our members as a food destination. 
Parmesan Cheese, fine Chianti Wines and produce from 
Italy. 

Further into the discussion, I showed them The Orchid. The 
atmosphere of the room was a perfect location for a 
small event. As we are close approaching the end of the 
year. I asked, perhaps we theme it Christmas in Italy. All 
the colors of Christmas; green, red and white are colors of 
the Italian flag. Both Filippo and Tony thought it was a 
great idea. As we progressed, I thought the key to this 
event was the food served. How do we showcase to our 
members the food of Italy. We are all used to the
Pineapple Cheesy Pizza, spaghetti Bolognese etc. I asked 
if the Italian Embassy has a chef that can help us draw up 
an authentic Italian Menu. They both said No Problem-o!!! 
We will arrange…

Wednesday, 14 December 2022
by Chua Chye Hup

CLUB
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The event was scheduled for 14 December, I thought it was a 
little early for Christmas, Filippo told me that Mr. Ambassador 
was leaving 16 Dec for Italy to celebrate Christmas with his 
family. As the day started, many thanks to Rozita our events 
manager, she walked The Orchid and found the decorations 
to be subpar. She was not getting the warm and fuzzy feel of 
Christmas. She called the House and Grounds team and 
wanted the Christmas lights and decorations up to boost the 
night. Everything kicked into gear and when I showed up at 
2:30pm that day, I thought the whole team did a great job. The 
room was warm and very festive. It sure looked like Christmas in 
Italy, the green, red and white throughout the room and the 
fine table settings set up by our The Orchid staff.

At 6:45pm our members and their guests started arriving. They 
mingled and went to the Wine booth that was set up by 
Alligenece Wine; they are part of the Italian Business
Community that import Italian Wines into Malaysia. There was 
a selection of Prosecco, Pinot Grigio, Primitivo and Chianti 
picked for the evening. Dried pasta, olive oil and marinated 
truffle oil were also displayed. Our VP Gasper was the first to 
purchase a bottle of Primitivo and shared it with all of us. No 
doubt it was not a disappointing bottle of wine, it was full of 
character, woody, and you could taste a tinge of lavender in 
the background.

Meanwhile, we were waiting for our VIP guest patiently. This is 
KL, you never know the traffic. But at 7:50pm, my phone rang 
and Tony told me that the Italian Ambassador had arrived. I 
went down to receive him and brought him to The Orchid to 
meet President Manjeet Singh.

At 8:00pm, our emcee Sharman Gasper requested
everyone to be seated as the President made the
opening speech followed by, HE Massimo Rustico to the 
rostrum. Mr. Ambassador made a brief speech and 
showed us 3 videos of Italy as a tourist destination, its food 
and the Italian Week showcasing its food  program that 
the Italian Embassy collaborate with local Italian
restaurants in Malaysia. Mr. Ambassador then introduced 
Chef Beatrice from Bologna that is touring Malaysia for the 
next 3 months and will be featuring the menu this evening. 
To further promote the night, HE Massimo picked 7 wine 
selections for the night calling it The Italian Ambassador’s 
selection and members were able to purchase the wine 
that was selected by him.

With all the formalities over, came the first course for the 
evening, penne pasta with a truffle parmesan cheese 
sauce. On my table Mr. Harris Beh got a few bottles of 
Pinot Grigio that went very well with the creamy truffle 
parmesan sauce. The background music for the evening 
was Marco & Hadi together with The Sophisticates. As 
Christmas songs were played, members danced to the 
music. The plates were then cleared for the second 
course, oven roasted pumpkin soup drizzled with fresh 
cream and garlic infused olive oil. The third course for the 
evening was a choice of herbal pesto sauce with shaved 
parmesan over grilled chicken or pan-fried seabass 
served with the tomato and chopped olive sauce.

15
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As the night progressed, our members were dining and 
dancing along with the music and drinking their Chianti. 
Our emcee announced the lucky draws for the evening. 
There were bottles of red and white Italian wines, 2
vouchers for dinner for 2 at Fellini Restaurant and a
voucher for a night’s stay at Pacific Regency Resort Port 
Dickson. To end the night, the last course was served. It’s 
Christmas… and the last course being dessert… had to be 
Christmas pudding with a custard cream sauce. Our 
members were dancing through the night, as HE Massimo 
sipped on his espresso with his dessert whilst bringing 
Christmas in Italy to our members. The atmosphere was 
warm, cozy and festive that was complemented with 
great wine and food from Italy. Buona Notte!

CLUB

Menu

STARTER 
Penne Saltate con Salsa di Crema al Tartufo 

(Sauteed Penne with Cream Trafola Sauce)

SOUP 
Zuppa di Zucca Arrostita

(Roasted Pumpkin Soup) 
MAIN COURSE 

Filetto di Barramundi in Padella con Pomodori Ciliegino e Burro
(Pan Fried Barramundi In Cherry Tomato with Butter Dressing) 

Pollo Saltato in Padella in Salsa al Coriandolo,
in Letto di Verdure e Patate del Giorno 

(Pan Fried chicken Cilantro Salsa Served with Garden Vegetables and Potatoes of the Day) 
DESSERT 

Budino di Natale Alla Vaniglia 
(Christmas Pudding with Vanilla Sauce) 

Coffee/Tea 

or
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It’s Malaysia Day and we will play 
host to 12 teams from as far North 
as Bangkok and down South 
from Singapore! Our beloved 
Convenor, Mr Sunny Lee 
announced in June on our 
intended return from a four-year 
“MCO hiatus” with a big bang 
over the Malaysia day weekend, 
from 16 to 18 September 2022. 
With pride, we did our best to 
host the challenging event for all
participants in the 12 teams, 
namely the Royal Bangkok 
Sports Club (RBSC), RBSC Polo 
Club, Singapore Cricket Club, 
Penang Sports Club, Old Frees’
Association, Royal Ipoh Club,
Royal Selangor Club, Raintree 
Club of Kuala Lumpur, Negeri 
Sembilan Chinese Recreation Club, The Royal Port Dickson 
Yatch Club and 2 teams from our very own Royal  Lake 
Club. This year, the organising committee decided to allow 
for National Players to participate but it was tough to name 
the favourite to win because we have a challenging
combination of the six-red format with the “foul and a miss” 
rule and in the event of a draw, a Blue ball shoot out for the 
first time.

Malaysia Day Inter-Club Snooker Tournament
Friday-Sunday, 16-18 September 2022
by Sunny Lee

The idea of making the competition fun and challenging 
was superbly executed and well observed throughout 
the entire competition with nail biting results including 
having our very own RLC White team relegated into the 
plate Medal before overcoming strong contender Royal 
Bangkok Sports Club and then Singapore Cricket Club in 
the Plate Finals.

Having concluded the Plate Medal on Saturday 17 Sept, 
all players, referees and participants were treated to a 
deserving break, celebration and fellowship at our Gala 
dinner with live Music, presentations and exchange of 
mementos. The grand Final on Sunday 18th September 
was super exciting and demanding on all team players 
and our RLC Blue proved its cue ball mastery by 
overcoming Old Free’s Association in the Semi Finals and 
won defending Champion Negeri Sembilan Chinese 
Recreation Club in the Finals. 

It was a perfect outcome for RLC and for the first time in 
interclub history, any Club had won both the Plate Medal 
and Championship Trophy…………….it was a dream 
finish and as if it was destined as both the Finals (Plate 
and Championship) went to the wire where both teams 
in the respective category had equal wins (3-3) with their 
opponent and the Winners were anxiously decided by 
the Blue Ball Shootout. 

Overall , a successful Interclub Championship all round, 
with great support all round from our President, VP, GC, 
Convenor, Organising Committee, Management and 
staff, Players, Members and all our esteemed guests.

https://www.thestar.com.my/metrocommunity -sports/2022/09/15/royal 
-lake-club-snooker-tourney-back-after-four-year-break
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Inter Club Friendly Match - RLC vs Royal Sungai Ujong Club 
by Phang Chee Tat
Saturday, 12 November 2022

Squash Conditioning Handicap Tournament
by Shamsudin
Saturday, 10 December 2022

This is an annual reciprocal friendly game between Royal Lake Club 
and Royal Sungai Ujong Club (RSUC). Ten RSUC players were here and 
we have 18 games with singles and doubles. RLC managed to have 
junior players (U15) to participate too.   

Finally, after the neck-to-neck competition, RLC managed to secure the 
champion by a difference of two games.  The result is RLC 10 and RSUC 
8. We would like to thank the RLC sports admin for the floor
arrangement, refreshments and a poolside restaurant dinner. We 
enjoyed a wonderful fellowship competition after a long pandemic. 
 

Participants: The Usual Suspects aka Affendi Rashdi, Ali Reza Zareh, Amman Singh, Balbinder (Billy) Singh, Heng Yang 
Teck, Huang Ying How, Jesper Lee, Kelvin Low, Shahril Hamzah, Sham Mustafa.

Ten players were divided into two groups in which matches were played in a round robin format. The handicap 
assigned to each player resulted in many closely contested matches none more so than Ali's 20-18 win over Shahril, the 
result of five consecutive deuces!  Amman Singh heroically defied the odds and his advancing years by winning two 
out of his four group games.  He emerged as runner up in his group which was won by Huang. In the other group, Sham 
was on the verge of winning the group until an accident on court in his match with Ali resulted in Sham being unable 
to continue playing.  In his absence, Ali represented the group as the winner with Heng as runner up.

Congratulations to Huang for capturing his second conditioning handicap title by beating Ali and to Amman for 
winning the Plate by beating Heng. A big thank you to Hafiz for helping to organise the tournament and to Praba for 
gracing us with his presence to give out the prizes.



11
22

19

SPORTS

Annual Golf Championship: Tasik Puteri Golf Club
by Jalil Darus
Thursday, 17 November 2022

• ANNUAL GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP:
 TASIK PUTERI GOLF CLUB: 17 NOV 2022
• ANNUAL GOLF DINNER:
 ORCHID ROOM: 20 NOV 2022

The weather had been very unpredictable of late. For golfers, it 
can be nerve racking. Our Annual game is usually  held towards 
the end of the year, either November or December. Previous  
years had been good.  This year however  was unfortunate. It 
was wet but bearable and playable. The game  was held on 
17th November 2022 at Tasik Puteri Golf Club. A total of 50 
members including 2 ladies took part.26  boarded  the bus 
provided  from RLC  as many were  not familiar with the route to  
Tasik Puteri .The journey  took about 45 minutes via the LATAR 
Highway. Slight drizzle in the beginning, but the sun  came out 
towards the end. Still, buggy on track  instead of the usual
practice  on the fairways. Despite the odds many still came 
back with fantastic scores. Lunch was good with the traditional 
Malay dishes.

The Annual Dinner was held on 20th Nov 2022 at the Orchid 
Room.76  members attended. Some had not played  but came 
with their spouses and guests. Upon registration, those who took 
part in the golf game were given a Milo umbrella  each,
courtesy of Nestle Malaysia as a door gift. This would not  have 
been possible if not for the  one single call  to Nestle Malaysia 
from  the former  ‘big man’ himself,  i.e. Dato Dina Rizal. We 
thank you Dato. We were treated to a sumptuous  International 
Buffet.. We forwent the traditional sit-in Western dinner.
Everyone enjoyed the wonderful spread. The event started off 
with the MC calling all guests to be seated at their respective 
places. He then called the Chairman of the Golf Section  Ir T 
Prabakharan Rajah to say a few words. Then  it was the 
Convenor’s turn.

He  also  happened to be  the MC, (yours truly)  to 
give his speech. He introduced the other Committee 
members by calling them out to  the front to be 
given due recognition. He stressed that without  
them,  the section could not have functioned 
smoothly.  Prizes were given to all winners by the 
Chairman and the Committee members. We  had 3 
rounds of Lucky Draws and invited Tan  Sri Yunus Tasi  
a former Chairman of the  Golf Section, for  the  1st 
round. Then it was Dr Molly Cheah, also a former 
Chairman, to do the 2nd round. Lastly we invited 
Puan Zuriah Hj Mohd Said  a former RLC
Karaoke Champion, and a golf section member 
herself,  to do the last.

There will be more events to be planned  next year. 
If there are any short comings we apologise. We will 
continue to strive and do better next year,
InSya-Allah.
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RLC Annual Swimming Gala and Championship
Sunday, 20 November 2022
by Caroline Lee 
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When the swimming subcommittee decided to organize 
the Annual Swimming Gala 2022, the first concern I had 
was the usual year-end wet weather. Then came the 
announcement of the polling day, being just a day 
before the Swim Meet!!!! Yet we had an impressive 
turnout, sixteen more entries than the swim meet in June. 
Miss Merry weather was also kind to us, granting us a 
beautiful cool, yet dry weather, perfect for officials, as 
many of us were on our feet from 8am to 1pm!!!

Despite the many glitches we encountered (having a 
brand new Sports Executive and some new staff ; and 
one of the coaches was tested COVID positive, thus 
leaving his young swimmers & parents needing 
assistance in registrations and procedures, we managed 
to put things in order with patience on our side, and 
cooperation from parents, hence was able to start the 
Swimming Meet on time. 

The swimmers had a field day, swimming their best time, 
and enjoying chilled cans of Milo sponsored by Nestlé. 
The Family Relays added to the merriment, and a special 
‘Treasure Hunt ‘ prize too for the ‘ Diving For Nestlé Coins’ 
event. Winners were happy to cart home hampers 
generously packed with goodies, thanks to Nestlé.

It was indeed a very tiring day, having to referee, also to 
double up as announcer; at the same time attending to 
parents & swimmers coming to seek clarifications in 
between events. Yet, at the end of the day, it was satisfying 
to see the happy faces of the enthusiastic and excited 
children, and some parents who showed appreciation with 
words of thanks. 

Syabas to swimmers who have done well & improved in their 
times. A big shoutout to invited officials and parent
volunteers too. We wouldn’t be able to run the Swimming 
Gala smoothly without your assistance.
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Bridge Section Year End Dinner @ The Orchid
Saturday, 10 December 2022
by Lian Godfrey 

Tennis Annual Night
Monday, 12 December 2022
by Dr Lee

Year 2022 is gaining speed to end, and the Bridge section noted it with a 
Year End & Christmas dinner at our old favourite fine dining venue, The 
Orchid. As a tradition, our Royal Lake club is all decked out for Christmas 
with the usual paraphernalia of Christmas wonderland except for real 
snow! Though I think I  sneaked a sight of “fluffy white snow”
somewhere?? That evening the Orchid was totally booked out, with 
anniversaries, birthdays and our 36 attendees; spouses and partners 
included on that faithful evening. We had three beautifully decorated 
tables with candles, and the chef didn’t fail us. We were given two drinks 
coupons  each for starters, and there were ample drinks through the 
evening.

For Hors D’oeuvres there was a choice of Smoked Norwegian Salmon on 
a bed of salad or  Eggplant Delight. Both were equally delicious. The 2nd 
course was a choice of Wild Mushroom soup or French onion soup served 
with crusty rolls and butter. Main course were 3 choices; Chicken
Chausser, Rack of Lamb or pan fried Norwegian Salmon marinara, all 
main courses were accompanied with cauliflower, broccoli and
potatoes. Feed back; they were all good.

Not forgetting our vegetarian members, specially prepared Carbonara 
Aglio Olio Linguini was offered. This was followed by Orchid’s “piece de 
resistance”….a display of flambéing…crepe de Suzette; my all time 
favourite! For those who prefer a non alcoholic dessert, there was a slice 
of Apple Pie a la mode; accompanied with a scoop of vanilla ice cream! 
Equally exciting. It was great to catch up socially with old friends and talk 
about other topics apart from bridge! In the earlier part of the evening, 
we had the pianist, Mat Noor tingling with the ivory keys while we dined, 
and later he was  accompanied by his female singer of “The
Sophisticates” to sing the old favourites. 

The evening of wine, food and dancing was appreciated by all. 
A big thank you & appreciation goes to our bridge Convenor Ms Hildah 
Lee and her sub-committee.

Gloomy clouds were all over the KL Sky and relentless downpours seemed to spoil the annual tennis games. However 
determined players came and waited and by late evening, the courts were playable. There was no lack of non
players chatting merrily over glasses of drinks  The Pavilion corridor was alive with non players and it must be one of the 
best corners among local clubs. As to our new tennis turf, the subcom have submitted the proposal and is  waiting for
financial approval. Dinner was as usual in Bunga Raya restaurant, and as annual gathering it was sort of gala in style 
with crab meat soup, steamed juicy chicken, crispy roasted duck,fragrant butter prawns ,salted egg sotong rings, 
seafood in clayport, four beans veg, bean curd and pancakes. The good dishes must have satisfied many a taste 
buds as firm thumbs up were given. As appreciation to supportive members, a small token was given to section 
members who signed up. Dinner over, the jovial group adjourned to the Pavilion again and the party continued. The 
event will always be remembered. Those were the days, as sung by Mary Hopkins. Good games, good food, and 
great fellowship.



Bid goodbye to year 2022 with a wake
by Narayani Ganesh
(Credit article from The Times of India)
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As we prepare to say goodbye to the year 2022, it may 
be instructive to take a peek at the many ways by 
which different cultures face the death of a loved one 
or thing. In western tradition, when a person dies, a 
‘wake’ is held to watch over and to stand vigil over the 
lifeless body before it is taken away for burial or
cremation. This is different from ‘church wakes,’ which 
were all-night service of prayer and meditation in the 
church, referred to as vigiliae, when each parish kept 
the morrow of its vigil as a holiday.

The ‘Encyclopaedia Britannica’ says the wake tradition 
in churches existed from the earliest days of Anglo- 
Saxon Christianity, and these wakes soon became fairs 
when people from neighbouring parishes came over to 
join in the merrymaking, and what were holy get- 
together events degenerated into drunken revelry and 
scandal.

The custom of ‘holding a wake’ over a corpse, may 
have started as a Celtic tradition, pre-dating
Christianity. Initially, the body was watched over in 
case it was snatched away by evil spirits but later, the 
wake became a time for group prayer and meditation, 
and those who participated in the wake were given 
food and liquor.

Later, wakes were moved from residences to funeral 
homes where family and friends came to view the 
body and share their memories, as tribute to the 
deceased. As a social gathering, a wake helps ease 
the pain of loss and encourages sharing of happy 
memories, and family members review and discuss the 
way forward. We could hold a wake for the year 2022. 

Some may see this year as an extension of recent years 
that traumatised us with the Covid-19 pandemic, when 
considerable numbers of lives and livelihoods were lost. 
Others faced long-term disabilities. Hence, holding a 
wake for the year gone past would inspire us to review 
and reflect on all that has happened and we may 
discover that while some bad stuff happened, 
some good things happened, too.

A social ‘wake’ watching over the ‘corpse’ of the year 
gone by, could be a novel way of paying tribute to the 
strengths we gained from whatever tragedies befell us, 
the friendships that endured and the support we 
received despite being ill or having failed professionally 
or in relationships; we could celebrate the familial bonds 
and friendlier workplaces in a new era of 
work-from-home routines. The last interaction with 2022 
could be cathartic, with balance being the overriding 
principle rather than extreme stands.

Indic scriptures talk at great length about the need to 
cultivate the ability to observe as a witness – Sakshi bhav. 
So let’s observe as witness, all that has happened, all that 
we experienced and felt, our vulnerabilities and weak-
nesses, our highs and lows, disappointments and 
so-called accomplishments. Because we live in a world 
of duality, every experience is valuable and every feeling 
of despondency, too, is part of being human. The wake 
over a dead person is meant to ‘highlight the idea that 
the loss is borne by the whole community’ and ‘honour 
the one who has passed’. We could do the same for 2022 
and look forward to New Year 2023 that may well bring 
new challenges as well as new reasons to be joyful and 
peaceful.
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Tan Sri Abd Wahab Maskan, member 
since 02 February 1982, passed away 
on 28 January 2022 at the age of 80.
RIP.

Bahari Bin Mohd Ali, member since 19 
March 1986, passed away on 20 
August 2022 at the age of 73.
Al-Fatihah.

Keith Yuen Kuan Tan , member since 
31 July 1991, passed away on 19 
September 2022 at the age of 51. RIP.

Lim Guat Im, member since 1 June 
1978, passed away on 6 December 
2022 at the age of 82. RIP.

Tang Kam Kok member since 10
February 1977, passed away on 03 
December 2022 at the age of 80. RIP.

* The publication of these announcements are based on notifications within the last two months.

The club extends its condolences to the family and friends of the following members who are no longer with us.
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THE JUDGE’S LIST by JOHN GRISHAM
In The Whistler, Lacy Stoltz investigated a corrupt judge who was taking millions in bribes from a crime syndicate. She 
put the criminals away, but only after being attacked and nearly killed. Then she meets a mysterious woman who 
is so frightened she uses a number of aliases. Suspicions are easy enough, but proof seems impossible. The man is 
brilliant, patient, and always one step ahead of law enforcement. He is the most cunning of all serial killers.  He is a 
judge in Florida—under Lacy’s jurisdiction. How can Lacy pursue him, without becoming the next name on his list?

REVENGE: MEGHAN, HARRY AND THE WAR BETWEEN THE WINDSORS by  TOM BOWER
The British Royal Family believed that the dizzy success of the Sussex wedding, watched and celebrated around the 
world, was the beginning of a new era for the Windsor’s. Yet, within one tumultuous year, the dream became a 
nightmare. In the aftermath of the infamous Megxit split and the Oprah Winfrey interview, the Royal Family's fate 
seems persistently threatened. The public remains puzzled. Meghan's success has alternatively won praise,
bewildered and outraged. Confused by the Sussex’s' slick publicity, few understand the real Meghan Markle. What 
lies ahead for Meghan? And what has happened to the family she married into? Can the Windsor’s restore 
their reputation?

DOOM : THE POLITICS OF CATASTROPHE by NIALL FERGUSON
Disasters are inherently hard to predict. But when catastrophe strikes, we ought to be better prepared than the 
Romans were when Vesuvius erupted or medieval Italians when the Black Death struck. While populist rulers
certainly performed poorly in the face of the pandemic, Niall Ferguson argues that more profound pathologies 
were at work - pathologies already visible in our responses to earlier disasters. As Ferguson shows, governments must 
learn to become less bureaucratic if we are to avoid the impending doom of irreversible decline.

IMPOSTER 13 by ROB SINCLAIR
Against all odds, Aydin Torkal - aka Sleeper 13 - broke free from the terrorist group that took him as a child and raised 
him into a life of violence and hate. In the two years since, he's been tracking and killing those responsible. But he's 
not done yet. Now living a secret life in London, MI6 needs his help infiltrating a sinister new terrorist cell. In order to 
halt their deadly ambitions, he must convince the world's most dangerous terrorists that he's one of them. He must do 
it before the world suffers another deadly attack. And he must do it alone.
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ROBOTIC SURGERY
IN GYNAECOLOGY &

GYNAECOLOGY ONCOLOGY

Sunday, 29 January 2023
2:00pm @ Perdana Room

Please register at the Reception Counter. Closing date : Monday, 23 January 2023

RM15
per pax

Including
light

refreshments

by Dr Thangesweran Ayakannu (MBBS, MLiP, DFFP, MRCOG, PhD)
Consultant Gynaecology Oncology & Robotic Surgeon

HEALTH
TALK
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